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from shouting that they found in their road a very precipitous
place, which they did not believe they could scale or overturn.
“There is Metaminens,” they said, “who is going to stretch out
legs of iron, and will compel us to retrace our steps; but let us
make an effort, and perhaps we shall get over them.” They
remembered that he had restrained them at Michilimakinak,
after the raid of the Iroquois upon the island of Montreal.
Their fear that we would exasperate the minds of eertain tribes
in that region made them speak thus. Monsieur de Louvigni
had taken the precantion to inform them that Perrot had pledged
the Outagamis to our cause, and knew that he could accomplish
a great deal in circumstances of such importance. Perrot was
prudent enough to say nothing to the Outaouaks about their
enterprise; he only inquired from some of the war-Chiefs if
they had not some letters from Michilimakinak to give him.
They told him that they had none, and that they were going to
seek for the bones of their dead among the Nadounaissioux, hop-
ing that he would eonsent to their project, as the Jesuit Fathers
and Monsieur de Louvigni had done. He treated them very
affably, and had them smoke a pipe, without saying anything to
them of other matters. Some one privately gave him the name
of the Chief who had hidden one of his letters; Perrot went to
see this Chief at night, and demanded why he had not given
him the letter. “Dost thou not suppose,” he said to him, “that
the Spirit who has made Writing will be angry with thee for
having robbed me? Thou art going to war; art thou im-
mortal ¥ The Chief was, of course, somewhat surprised, imag-
ining that the other had had some revelation in regard to the let-
ter; he restored it to Perrot, and on the next day asked him to
tell what he had read therein. The substance of it was, that he
positively must restrain the Outaouaks; or, if he eould not do
that, he must render them objects of suspicion to the Outagamis.
The Chief of the Puans was extremely friendly to the French,
to whom he offered any service that he could render; he was
thoroughly convineed that, if the Outaouaks should advance, all
the other nations would undoubtedly follow them, and that an
army of two thousand warriors would be formed. All the
prominent men of that nation desired to hear the speech that



